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Outline of the Talk

Outline of the Talk
1. Demographics of Heritage Language Speakers in the U.S. (Nagano, 2015)

Howmany HL speakers are there?

2. Heritage Langauges at Community Colleges (Nagano et al., 2017, 2019; Ketcham et al., 2020)
Why is it relevant to faculty and students at community colleges?
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Demographics of HL Speakers in the U.S. I

• Who is a heritage speaker? (see Valdés (2001) and others)
• Those who speak a language other than English at home, but speak primarily English elsewhere.
• 1.5- or 2nd-generation immigrants (born in the U.S. to parents speaking a minority language)
• Unique linguistic ability (oral vs. literal, productive vs. receptive, and low- vs. high-register

vocabulary)
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Demographics of HL Speakers in the U.S. II

• Howmany HL speakers are there in the U.S.?

• Demographics of HL speakers using the U.S.
Census/ACS data between 1980-2010 (Nagano, 2015)

• In this analysis, HL speakers are:
1. 18 yld or older,
2. speak a language other than English at home,
3. are bilingual (i.e., did not select “Not well” or ”Not at

all” in the question regarding English proficiency),
and

4. immigrated at an age no older than 18 years if they
are foreign born.

COPY 

13190137 

§.4"F¤ 13 

IN
FO

RM
ATIO

NAL 

Person 1 (continued) 

F Answer question 12 if this person has a bachelor’s 
degree or higher. Otherwise, SKIP to question 13. 

12 This question focuses on this person’s 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE. Please print below the 
specific major(s) of any BACHELOR’S DEGREES 
this person has received. (For example: chemical 
engineering, elementary teacher education, 
organizational psychology) 

13 What is this person’s ancestry or ethnic origin? 

(For example: Italian, Jamaican, African Am., 
Cambodian, Cape Verdean, Norwegian, Dominican, 
French Canadian, Haitian, Korean, Lebanese, Polish, 
Nigerian, Mexican, Taiwanese, Ukrainian, and so on.) 

14 a. Does this person speak a language other
than English at home?

Yes 

No ➔ SKIP to question 15a 

b. What is this language?

For example: Korean, Italian, Spanish, Vietnamese 

c. How well does this person speak English?

Very well 

Well 

Not well 

Not at all 

15 a. Did this person live in this house or apartment
1 year ago?

Person is under 1 year old ➔ SKIP to question 16 

Yes, this house ➔ SKIP to question 16 

No, outside the United States and Puerto Rico – 
Print name of foreign country, or 
U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, etc., below; then SKIP 
to question 16 

No, different house in the United States or 
Puerto Rico 

b. Where did this person live 1 year ago?

Address (Number and street name)

Name of city, town, or post office 

Name of U.S. county or municipio in Puerto Rico 

Name of U.S. state or 
Puerto Rico ZIP Code 

16 Is this person CURRENTLY covered by any of the 
following types of health insurance or health 
coverage plans? Mark "Yes" or "No" for EACH type 
of coverage in items a – h. 

Yes No a. Insurance through a current or
former employer or union (of this
person or another family member)

b. Insurance purchased directly from
an insurance company (by this
person or another family member)

c. Medicare, for people 65 and older,
or people with certain disabilities

d. Medicaid, Medical Assistance, or
any kind of government-assistance
plan for those with low incomes
or a disability

e. TRICARE or other military health care

f. VA (enrolled for VA health care)

g. Indian Health Service

h. Any other type of health insurance
or health coverage plan – Specify C 
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Demographics of HL Speakers in the U.S. III

• Between 1980 and 2010, the U.S. population grew from 226m to 309m (about 36% growth).
There were about 14million HL speakers in 1980. Howmany HL speakers were there in 2010?

a) 14m (↑0%) b) 19m (↑36%) c) 24m (↑70%) d) 28m (↑100%)

226,862,400

248,107,628

281,421,906

309,349,689

150,000,000

200,000,000

250,000,000

300,000,000

1980 1990 2000 2010
Year

P
op

ul
at

io
n

Population

The U.S. Popluation between 1980 and 2010
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Demographics of HL Speakers in the U.S. IV

• 28million HL speakers in 2010 (100% increase)

14M

226M

28M

309M

15,000,000

20,000,000

25,000,000

30,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

3,000,000

1980 1990 2000 2010
Years

U
.S

. P
op

ul
at

io
n

# H
L S

pks

Heritage Language Spks U.S. Population

Population and the Number of Heritage Language Speakers in the U.S. between 1980 and 2010
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Demographics of HL Speakers in the U.S. V

17,013,399

1,256,193 1,233,957 1,185,354 789,915 715,471 540,677 487,432 481,380 439,744

0

5,000,000

10,000,000

15,000,000

Spa
nis

h

Fre
nc

h

Chin
es

e

Hind
i a

nd
 re

lat
ed

Filip
ino

, T
ag

alo
g

Ger
m

an

Viet
na

m
es

e

Kor
ea

n

Rus
sia

n

Ara
bic

Language

# 
of

 H
L 

S
pk

s

Language
Spanish

French

Chinese

Hindi and related

Filipino, Tagalog

German

Vietnamese

Korean

Russian

Arabic

The Number of Heritage Language Speakers in the U.S. in 2010 (by Language)
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Demographics of HL Speakers in the U.S. VI

38.4%

3.2%

53.0%

96.3%

34.5%

−9.2%

83.0%

47.3%

91.3%

45.0%

0

25

50

75

100
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Language
Spanish

French

Chinese

Hindi and related

Filipino, Tagalog

German

Vietnamese

Korean

Russian

Arabic

The Growth Rates of Heritage Language Speakers in the U.S. in 2010 (by Language)
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Demographics of HL Speakers in the U.S. VII

Summary of Demographics of HL Speakers in the U.S.
• A sharp increase of HL speakers (26.9% per decade)

• Massive language deaths among the colonial HL speakers
• Rubén Rumbaut (Rumbaut, 2014, 2009): ”In the United States .... a rapid process of

intergenerational Anglicization that is effectively completed by the third generation”→ the U.S. is a
language graveyard
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Heritage Langauges at Community Colleges I

Heritage Langauges at Community Colleges
• Community college students often come from immigrant backgrounds (Teranishi et al., 2011;

Bailey andWeininger, 2002)

• Compared with four-year institutions, two-year institutions tend to have more
• African American and Latino students
• mature students (esp. age 30 or above)
• students from economically disadvantaged households (esp. household income less than $30,000)
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Heritage Langauges at Community Colleges II

• The Students and Instructors of Languages at Community Colleges (SILCC) Surveys

1

Instructions

This survey instrument was developed by the Language at the Community College Nexus project team at the Center
for Integrated Language Communities (CILC). This survey instrument was originally used as part of the Students
and Instructors of Languages at Community Colleges Surveys study in Fall 2015. The survey is designed to take
approximately 15-20 minutes to complete. The development of this survey instrument was partially funded by a
grant from the U.S. Department of Education.
If you have any questions, you can contact CILC at 212-817-2086 or cilc@gc.cuny.edu.

Ver 0.5.3

About This Course
1. What language are you teaching in this course?

2. What is the level of this course?

! introductory/elementary
! intermediate

! advanced
! mixed

3. Does this course have an additional focus or specialization?

! yes, literature
! yes, language for heritage speakers
! yes, language for specific purposes (e.g.,

Healthcare, Business etc.)
! yes, other
! no

4. To the best of your knowledge, how many students are enrolled in this course?

5. For this course, which are students required to use? Check all that apply.

! commercial textbook/digital program
! instructor-curated materials

! authentic/non-pedagogical texts
! other

6. In this course, how often do you require students to do the following?

rarely / never several times
a semester

most weeks every class
period

use digital technology (software,
apps, etc.)

engage face-to-face with communi-
ties where the language is spoken

engage electronically with communi-
ties where the language is spoken

Center for Integrated Language Communities: A U.S. Department of Education Title VI Language Resource Center
365 Fifth Ave New York, NY 10016 | (212) 817-2084 | cilc@gc.cuny.edu | www.cilc.gc.cuny.edu
The SILCC Surveys are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

1

Instructions
This survey instrument was developed by the Language at the Community College Nexus project team at the Center
for Integrated Language Communities (CILC). This survey instrument was originally used as part of the Students
and Instructors of Languages at Community Colleges Surveys study in Fall 2015. The survey is designed to take
approximately 15-20 minutes to complete. The development of this survey instrument was partially funded by a
grant from the U.S. Department of Education.
If you have any questions, you can contact CILC at 212-817-2086 or cilc@gc.cuny.edu.

Ver 0.53

1. What language are you currently studying in this class?

2. Which of the following are your reasons/goals for attending this college? Check all that apply.

! to complete a certificate program
! to obtain an associate degree
! to transfer to a 4-year college or university
! to obtain or update job-related skills

! for self-improvement/personal enjoyment
! to change careers
! other

3. For this current academic term, how would you characterize your enrollment at this college?

! full-time ! part-time

4. Why are you taking this language course? Check all that apply.

! program requirement
! fulfills elective
! job/career prospects
! enables transfer to 4-year college

! intellectual curiosity
! to communicate with family
! to communicate with friends
! other

5. What led you to choose the particular language (e.g. Spanish, ASL, Chinese, etc.) you are studying?
Check all that apply.

! it has the best potential for professional use
! it fits my schedule best
! it connects to my family background/heritage
! I studied it before
! it is relatively easy to learn

! it fulfills an elective
! I am interested in the culture
! I speak it with family at home, or used to
! other

6. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being ”not important at all” and 10 being ”extremely important,” how important
is it to know more than one language?

1 (not important at all) 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (extremely important)
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Why do you think this?

Center for Integrated Language Communities: A U.S. Department of Education Title VI Language Resource Center
365 Fifth Ave New York, NY 10016 | (212) 817-2084 | cilc@gc.cuny.edu | www.cilc.gc.cuny.edu
The SILCC Surveys are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
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Heritage Langauges at Community Colleges III

Methodology of the SILCC Surveys (Nagano et al., 2019)
• 831 CCs in the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC)

• Focusing on instructors and students in modern language classrooms at CCs

• E-mail request to administer paper surveys

• 1,756 student and 140 instructor responses from 101 CCs in 33 states

Findings of the SILCC surveys about the HL speakers
• 737 students (42%) out of 1,756 in the modern language class at CCs are HL speakers

• However, only 46% of HL speakers are studying their HLs at CCs.

• A large number of HL speakers (54%) are learning a new language that is different from their
home language
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Heritage Langauges at Community Colleges IV
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Heritage Langauges at Community Colleges V

• Why so many HL speakers learning a new language? → Different attitudes between HL and L3
(HL spks studying a new language)

Question 2: Which of the following are your reasons/goals for attending this college?
HL (n=406) L3 (n=331)

to obtain an associate degree 42.6% 28.8%
to transfer to a 4-year college or university 69.5% 60.1%

Question 4: Why are you taking this course?
HL (n=406) L3 (n=331)

job-career skills 45.1% 36.5%
enables transfer to four-year college 44.4% 33.1%
intellectual curiosity 41.4% 58.0%
to communicate with family 46.5% 12.8%

Question 5: What led you to choose the particular language you are studying?
HL (n=406) L3 (n=331)

It has the best potential for professional use 53.8% 37.7%
It connects to my family background/heritage 67.4% 15.0%
I am interested in the culture 44.7% 63.0%

Question 6: On a scale of 1 to 10, how important is it to know a language other than English?
HL (n=406) L3 (n=331)

9.4 9.1
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Heritage Langauges at Community Colleges VI

Summary
1. Heritage language (HL) speakers are those who speak a minority language (a non-English

language) at home or in community.

2. Heritage language speakers are the fastest growing segment of the U.S.population between
1980-2010

3. Community colleges tend to serve a large number of HL speakers
• 42% of students in the modern language classrooms is HL speakers
• But only about one half of them are studying their own HL.
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Heritage Langauges at Community Colleges VII

Challenges
1. Reasons for learning HL at community colleges

• Heritage languages are lost (Anglicized) across generations if it weren’t for active maintenance
effort (such as HL class).

• HLmaintenance has many positive impacts on students’ academic and professional careers (high
GPA, retention/graduation, career placement etc.)

2. But those who are NOT learning their own HL seem to have genuine interests in exploring new
culture and language that are different from their own
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